The Perth Military Settlement 1816-1822
The Perth Military Settlement, 1816-1822, was created following the War of 1812 mainly as a response to the perceived threat of another American invasion. Large numbers of Late Loyalists from the United States had proven to be either unreliable or treasonous during the recent conflict. More alarmingly to military strategists, the vulnerable and crucial supply line of the St. Lawrence River had been nearly severed several times during the hostilities. For these reasons, the British wanted a secure defensive line removed from the frontier and peopled exclusively by reliable settlers with loyal ties to Great Britain. Perth was thus created; first in a string of military settlements north of the proposed canal system of the Rideau-Cataraqui Rivers that would also include Richmond and Lanark by 1820.  
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This “instant” community is an oddity in Canadian settlement history. The large number of moneyed and educated settlers – younger sons of good families – meant that fine stone homes were built in the first generation, not the second, standards were maintained no matter what the circumstances, and being a small, isolated community was not considered a stumbling block when trying to develop the town and influence provincial and national affairs. 

In the Perth Military Settlement, where one in five of the original settlers was a half-pay officer and veteran of the War of 1812, rank meant everything. A middling lieutenant at the Battle of Ogdensburg, with persistence and connections, could aspire to a majority or even colonelcy in the militia. If successful, he could then secure for himself one or more of the profitable government appointments so necessary for developing a new country. 
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People and Places of Significance 
1824 – Inge-Va

The Reverend Michael Harris built Inje-Va, a classical Colonial Georgian house, in 1824. Robert Lyon’s body was brought to the house after his duel with John Wilson in 1833. It was named Inge-Va by the third owners, the Inderwicks. The name is Tamil and means ‘come here.’
1833 – Last Fatal Duel 
The Last Fatal Duel in Upper Canada was fought in Perth on June 13, 1833 between two young law students over the love on a woman. Robert Lyon was killed in the duel, and John Wilson, after being acquitted, married Elizabeth Hughes, and went on to become a judge in the courtroom where he had been tried for murder. The dueling pistols are on display at the Perth Museum. 
1834 – Perth Courier 
The Perth Courier is the second oldest weekly newspaper in Canada in continuous publication. Originally founded as the Bathurst Courier in 1834, the name was changed to the Perth Courier in the 1840s. 

1840 – Matheson House 

The Matheson House, a neo-classical building, was designated as a National Historic Site in 1966. This home was built in 1840 for the Honourable Roderick Matheson, who was a wealthy Perth merchant, and a senator in Canada’s first parliament after Confederation. 
1840 – Shaws of Perth 

Robert Matheson & Co. started a business on the corner of Foster Street & Gore Street. In 1858 Alex Shaw, grandson of Roderick Matheson, joined the business and it was in the family hands until the 1980’s. It is still in operation today. 
1851 – Robertson Music Hall 

The Robertson Music Hall opened in 1851 and was the largest music hall between Montreal and Toronto. The building is now a private residence. 
1855 – Perth’s Citizens’ Band 
The Perth’s Citizens’ Band, established in 1855, is the oldest town band in continuous play in Canada. 

1862-1863 – Town Hall 

The Town Hall was designated as a National Historic Site in 2001. Consistent with other Town Halls of the period, it served a multi-functional purpose. Today, it is still being used for its original purpose, and is one of the most substantial municipal buildings in Eastern Ontario. 
1870 – The Marks Brothers 

The Marks Brothers, who grew up on a farm just outside Perth, formed five touring companies and entertained millions of people across North America until the 1920s. 
1875 – Curling Club 
The Perth Curling Club was organized in 1875 and is the second oldest Curling Club in Canada. 

1876 – Telephones
Dr. J. F. Kennedy, dentist, received the second pair of telephones in existence from his friend Alexander Graham Bell. They connected his office to his residence. 

1892 – Links O’Tay 

The Links O’Tay Golf Club was formed in 1892, and it is the oldest club still playing at the same location in Canada. 
1893 – Mammoth Cheese 

The Mammoth Cheese, made in Perth by local cheese makers, won first prize at the Chicago Worlds Fair. It was 6 feet high and 28 feet in circumference, and weighed 22,000 pounds. It is still the largest cheese ever made. 

1915 – Balderson Theatre 
The Balderson Theatre, located on the main street, opened in 1915 and seated 1,084 people. It was considered the finest theatre between Toronto and Montreal. The theatre closed in 1956. 
1947 – Stewart Park 
Stewart Park, created in memory of John A. Stewart, is 5.24 acres of green space located behind Town Hall. It is the site of the Stewart Park Music Festival, a popular wedding destination, the gathering place for Perth Citizens’ Band concerts and church services. 

2006 – Big Ben 

A statue honouring the equestrian team of Ian Millar and Big Ben stands in Code’s Park. Together Ian Miller and Big Ben, a 17.3 hand high Belgian Warmblood horse, made three Olympic appearances, won two gold medals at the Pan American Games, represented Canada in more than 30 Nation’s Cups, won the world’s richest grand prix twice, and were inducted into the Canada Sports Hall of Fame among other notable accomplishments. 
